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Our Love Connection 

 

WORL DWIDE MA RRIA GE ENCOUNTER—
 

Dear Loving WWME Community, 
 
Your   M.E.Q. is the warmth and 

love we feel in your  hugs whenever  we are 
together ! 

We were so pleased to see so many 
of you at the Walk-in for the February W/
E!!! 22 awesome couples started and finished 
this special weekend. We can hardly wait to 
have you join us at the 2007 Share the Dream 
Rally on Saturday March 24th. We hear the 
Oakland Zone has some real surprises for us. 
P.S. wear your travel clothes to earn extra 
tickets towards winning some great prizes!  

          On a more personal note, we 
have noticed in the community prayer re-
quests that many couples are struggling with 
the current ups and downs of the job market 
here in the greater Detroit  area. We too, will 

join those ranks soon as David has ac-
cepted a buy-out package from Ford’s. 
Being only 52 years old, this means start-
ing over for us after over 28 years. We 
pray that God will lead us to the right posi-
tion. We know many of you have experi-
enced this same stressful situation. Please 
continue to pray for us and the numerous 
others in the same boat of life.  

Recently we dialogued on the 
question: Besides lots of prayer, how do I 
cope with the stress and pressure we’ve 
been under recently? WAMFSTWY?    

I (David), wrote that with the big 
decision made this is a huge change for 
this organizer who really hates changes. 
One way I cope with the stress is to pick 
up a CD and take a break from the world 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Our WWME Area Inviting Coor-

dinators would like to hear from you. We 
need your ideas for inviting couples to the 
weekend. Submit your ideas before the 
Rally and you will automatically receive 15 
rally tickets that will give you a chance to 
win some Rally prizes.  
 Also, one of the submitted ideas 
will be selected as the Inviting Challenge 
for the year. If your Idea is selected you 
will win a wonderful gift basket from the 

Inviting Coordinators and an additional 50 
rally tickets. You might have to bring a 
minivan to carry home all or your Rally 
©booty©. 

 
Larry & Jean Larson 
586-323-9054  
Jmlklarson@yahoo.com  
Chris & Renee Pall 
248-374-0760 

retreat@thepalls.com  

JOB OPENING—Newsletter Editors   
Qualifications—love of WWME, be able to read, use a mouse, 

read your email, cut & paste,  
experience with Publisher helps but not necessary. 

Pay—check with God, but the thanks & compliments we’ve  
received here on earth have been invaluable.  
Current editors are retiring (from newsletter editing) 

For more information contact  
David & Jane   janedave2me@peoplepc.com OR  

Mike & Kim   byrdshot@amertech.net 
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From Our Ecclesial Team, continued…. 

everyday for a few minutes. Taking 
the time to discuss things with you has 
really helped too.  

I feel reassured sharing this 
with you.  My feeling is similar to 
being hugged and bandage by my 
Mom when I fell off my bike. It is 
very similar to coming home to a 
warm house when it is blustery cold 
outside. My reassured feeling is a 
strong 8 out of a scale of 1 to 10. It is 
exactly how I feel when we daily 
write and dialogue to understand our 
feelings. 

To cope with the stress and 
pressure, I (Jane), retreat to my “ little 
shell”  to rest & regroup by escaping 

into a good book  
I feel unsure sharing this 

with you. . I judge I should find some 
“helper”  way to make things better.  
My unsure feeling is like following 
directions from a stranger when I’m 
lost. In nature it’ s like planting a 
handful of seeds, not knowing what 
kind they are, and waiting to see what 
will sprout. It’ s about a 7 on a scale of 
1 to 10. The touch is a gentle slap on 
the back from someone, and I can’ t 
tell if it was meant to be humorous or 
not.  

Please pray for our new US 
Secretariat Team, Tony & Cathy 
Witczak and Fr. Emile Frische. Thank 
you to everyone who prayed during 

the selection process.  May God con-
tinue to bless our outgoing leaders, 
Bob & Joy Hernandez and our own 
Msgr.Chuck Kosanke for all they have 
done to keep the WWME Dream 
alive!    

As always PRAY for the 
couples on Weekends everywhere, 
and PLEASE KEEP ON INVITING!!  
We can change the world one couple 
at a time!! 
 
We’re going places with God 
in the dr iver ’s seat!                                                                                    

 
Love & prayers, 
David & Jane Dewald  

(Continued from page 1) 

Dear Companions on the Journey, 
 
Today in Houston Texas, the Holy Spirit graced the Selec-
tion Process with openness and wisdom as the US Board 
selected our New US Secretariat Team. We are very 
pleased to announce that our new leaders are Tony & 
Cathy Witczak (Section 3) and Fr. Emile Frische (Section 
2).  They are a dynamic team and our movement is in ex-
cellent hands for the next three years. 
 
Tony & Cathy experienced their weekend in 1978 and 
have 4 grown children. Prior to their selection today, they 
have served as the U.S. Community Pillar Coordinators 
for the past two years.  Tony is an Organizer/Thinker 
and Cathy is an Organizer/Helper.  Tony has a good sense 
of humor, excellent interpersonal skills, deep wisdom and 
immense knowledge of our movement. Cathy is very dedi-
cated and committed to WWME, patient, a great listener 
and she also speaks Spanish and French.  They also an-
nounced they have finalized their plans to retire in June, 
2007.  
 
Fr. Emile was ordained in 1970 and made his weekend in 
1998.  He is a Mill Hill Missionary priest and grew up in 
New Zealand.  He is an Organizer and has served as part 

of the Section 2 Ecclesial Team (along with Mike & Mary 
Gibbons) for the past three years.  Fr. Emile is compas-
sionate, soft-spoken, has a great sense of humor and works 
incredibly well with every one. 
 
WWME is blessed to welcome this well-matched team as 
our new leaders. 
 
Their contact information is: 
 
Tony & Cathy Witczak Fr. Emile Frische, MHM 
30 Sullivan Road 315 47th Street 
Wayne, PA  19087 New York, New York 10017 
 
610-688-2389 212-355-7948 
Tony-Cathy@comcast.net  MHMemile@aol.com  
 
We know you will include them in your prayers and wel-
come them warmly as our 
new U.S. Secretariat Team. 
 
With our love, 
 
Bob & Joy and Msgr. Chuck 
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in the dr iver ’s seat!                                                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Zone Affirmations will be held in the  

Wayne, Macomb and Oakland Zone’s this year. 
We thank our current Zone Coordinator’s for all they’ve done to serve our 

wonderful WWME Community.  
Thank you to Dan & Joyce Hurley (Wayne/Monroe), Ron & Pat Anderson 

(Macomb), Charlie & Dairdre McGlothlin (Oakland). 
 

Please make plans to attend the Affirmations in your Zone. 
Pray for openness to this area of leadership. 

 
Macomb Zone Affirmations: March 25, 2007 
Oakland Zone Affirmations: April ??, 2007 

Please consult your WEDS group leaders for times and locations. 

Zone Affirmations 

Wayne Zone Coordinators 

The Wayne Zone proudly announces their new 
Zone Coordinator©s:  
RICK & MIRIAM MIKULAK 
 
Our love & thanks to: 
DAN & JOYCE HURLEY  
who have lead the Wayne Zone for the past 

three years! 
 
Please pray that the Holy Spirit will guide the 
Mikulaks in their openness to this leadership 
position. 
 

 

 Have you attended Post Encounter?  If 
not (or if it’ s been awhile) then why not give it a try?  
There is a post group star ting after  every weekend.  
Usually there are 4 sessions starting a week after the 
weekend.  Often it’ s on Sunday afternoon or evening.   

 Have your weekend memories started 
to fade?  Is the commitment you made to each other on 
the weekend to really give dialogue and your relationship 
a boost starting to be just a distant memory?   

  
Call Rick and M ir iam M ikulak  to find out the 

details of a post group that will fit your needs.  
313-563-4079   mikulak@sbcglobal.net   
 
The next group will be starting up after the  
February weekend.   
 

MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW,  
SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT. 
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Post Notes 

The following couples from the November 2006 
Weekend have completed Post Encounter. We would like 
to welcome into community: Darek & Krystyna Budzik – 
Windsor, ON, Darin & Susan Puruleski – Monroe, Hubert 
& Monica Sanders – Redford, Frank & Kelly Spadafore – 
Taylor, Wayne & Patty Goldzweig – Taylor, Stefan & 
Darlene Seelman – Roseville. 

 
We thank all the couples, many who drove long 

distances for sharing, great dialogue, questions and fel-
lowship. It is evident that everyone experienced growth in 
relationship through sharing openly. Continue to keep 
your dialogue alive and strong.  

 

Thanks to the Weekend Team, Mike & Donna 
Kohn, Glenn & Michelle Nowak, Walt & Joyce Gomu-
linski and Fr. Edmund DesForges for presenting the week-
end and sharing your Sacraments with the couples. 

 
Blessings and Love,  
Dave & Deb Murray  

Do you desperately need a break from the cold and deep freeze this winter? 
Need a night out with your spouse?  

Get ready for an amazing “trip” with WWME! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BON VOYAGE!!! 
 

Welcoming All Encountered Couples in Metro Detroit Area 
Aboard 

2007 Share the Dream Rally 
Saturday, March 24, 2007     

Sign-In and Late Registration 6:00 - 6:30pm 
Rally 6:30 – 9:30pm 

               St. Michael’s Church Hall 

25225 Code Rd  Southfield, MI 48034 
 

We have your passports and travel itinerary ready for you! 
 We are preparing a BIG send-off for all encountered couples who attend.  

 The theme of this year’s rally is: Reaching Out, Let’s Do It! 
 

Expected Por ts of Call: 
Prayer 

Motivational Presentation 
Dialogue 

                           Group Sharing 
                         Snacks 
                      Activities 

                    Dream Fair Booths 
                    Raffle Prizes 

Meet “on board” with other couples from the WWME community. 
 

Earn frequent flyer miles (extra raffle tickets) if you: 
� � Register by March 17th 
� � Are newly encountered (Feb or Mar 2007) 
� � Are in the WEDS group with most couples attending the Rally 
� � Volunteer in advance to help during the event 
� � Send us Inviting Challenge ideas prior to the event (details to come) 
� � Dress up like tourists for the event 

 
Your Cruise Directors are: Oakland Zone & Inviting Coordinators 

To register contact: Charlie & Dairdre McGlothlin 
Phone: 248-535-2231  E-mail: dairdremc@comcast.net 
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Save The Date! 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

International Convention 
ONE WORLD  

ONE FAMILY 40 YEARS 
June 27 – 29, 2008  

Ontario Convention Center, Ontario California  
http://convention.wwme.org/  

Rekindle your own relationship, cele-
brate your sacrament. Meet other couples and 
priests from all over the world who will be 
coming to celebrate their love and the 40th anni-
versary of Marriage Encounter. Start thinking 
of old friends who have moved away that you 
will want to invite. 

Be the Light  
for our family, our community, our Church, our World!!  

 
http://wwme-sec7.org/convention/index.html 

 
July 20-22, 2007 

Collinsville, Illinois  
 

Register now for the 2007 Be the Light WWME Convention  
sponsored by Sections 6 and Section 7.   

 
RESERVE YOUR ROOM EARLY.    

INFORMATION ON THE WEBSITE. 
 

 
 

   
 

   
 
 

International Convention—2008 

Section Convention—2007 
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ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m.  
January 17  @ Ron & Pat Anderson’s 
March 14  @ Charlie & Dairdre McGlothlin’s 
May 16   @ Rick & Cindy Lafond’s 
June 13   @ TBD 
August  TBD   (Sat/Sun) @ David & Jane Dewald’s 
September 19  @ TBD 
November 14  @ TBD 
 
 
HOSTING Weekend Dates:    
February 16-18  Macomb 
March 16-18  Wayne-Monroe 
April 20-22       Oakland 
May 18-20  Macomb 
June 22-24  Wayne-Monroe 
September 14-16 Macomb 
October 19-21  Oakland 
November 16-18 Wayne-Monroe 
 
DETROIT WWME COMMUNITY EVENTS: 
 
Sun Feb 11          Wayne Zone Affirmations (St. Cyril’s of Jerusalem; 3:00 p.m.) 
Sat Mar 24  Share the Dream Rally/Community Night (Oakland Zone & Inviting Coor.  

    Host – Location TBD / 6:30 to 10:00pm) 
Sun Mar 25         Macomb Zone Affirmations (Location & Time TBD) 
Sat May 12               Community Night (Macomb hosts)                                                                
Tue May 22  Oakland Zone Affirmations (Location & Time TBD) 
June 29—July 1  WWME Family Campout—Proud Lake 
July 20-22   Section 6 Convention (Collinsville, IL) 
Sat Aug ??  WWME Golf Outing (Rackham Golf Course) 
Sat Sep 22   Community Night (Wayne Zone hosts) 
Sat Oct 20     Day of Romance (Macomb Zone  hosts) 
Sun Oct 28   World Priest Day (Wayne Zone hosts) 
Sun Dec 2   Christmas Mass and Social (Advisory Council host - ( Location & Time TBD) 
Sat Jan 5, 2008  Christmas Dinner-Dance ((Location & Time TBD) Oakland  Zone ) 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ����  ! ! " � ! ! " � ! ! " � ! ! " �

Get a calendar to put those dates on !! 
 
Walt and Joyce Gomulinski have the new Worldwide Marriage Encounter calen-

dars—dialogue questions for every day of the week.   
They will be available for purchase at the Family Christmas Mass and the Din-

ner Dance in January.  Also, you can contact Walt and Joyce and once you pay—it will 
arrive in your mailbox.  Cost is $10.00.  If you want it mailed to you, the cost is 
$13.00.   
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Pray for others-join us!   

Prayer Request?   
Send to Scott & Mary  

at ismelarsen@comcast.net 

� 
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The Dreamkeepers got together on a cold, snowy 

night in February and had a warm and cozy sharing on 
memories.  John & RuthAnne Schmidt hosted the sharing 
and before hand, they asked us to think about our marriage 
journey thus far and then write on the question:  “What 
memories bring me the most happiness?” .  It was so nice 
listening to everyone’s memories and the surprise each 
spouse had at the different memories that were shared.  
After our sharing, they had us jot down some memories 
(just a short word or two) we could think of on little col-
ored notepaper for about five minutes.  They presented 
each couple with a “memory jar”  and we put our little note 

papers in the jars to take home.  The idea of the “memory 
jar”  was to keep it someplace in our home where we can 
easily access it.  Whenever we think of a past memory that 
brought us happiness, or whenever we have a new mem-
ory, to write it down and put it in our memory jar.  Then 
when we are feeling blue, out of relationship, hurt, or just 
having ‘one of those days’ , we could read one or two of 
the memories each of us had jotted down to remind us of 
how happy and in love we really are, and our spirits will 
soar, like they did that night.  We all left with our little 
“memory jars”  tucked safely under our arms and eager to 
go home and fill it up.  Thank you John and RuthAnne. 

Add the WWME Camping trip to your calendar. It is planned for the weekend of June 29th. It 
will be at Proud Lake Campground. The Larsens and Larsons will be hosting again this year.  

� 	 � � � � � ( � � � � ' ' '� 	 � � � � � ( � � � � ' ' '� 	 � � � � � ( � � � � ' ' '� 	 � � � � � ( � � � � ' ' ' ����
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Bob & Ronnie Carpenter—Milford 
Mike & Ruth Chrouch - Roseville 
Steve & Veronica Dunbar—Livonia 
John & Mary Ann Dunham—Farmington Hills 
Ken & Pam Glover—Highland 
Chris & Cathy Gurnee—Famington 
John & Mary Haas—Farmington Hills 
Chad & Janinne Hayse  - New Boston 
Bob & Paula Kolodziej—Walled Lake 
Paul Koonter & Mimi Becigneul—Southfield 
Richard & Carol Lewnau—West Bloomfield 
Bruce & Nadine Love—Commerce Twp 
Charles & Margaret Maffesoli—Taylor 
Ken & Pauline Majewski—Farmington   
Mark & Colleen Mauren—Portland 
Michael & Linda McMaster—Canton 
Paul & Kim Micallef—Milford 

James & Margaret Michnya—Temperance 
Aaron & Julie Poyer—Canton 
Bill & Phyllis Rosen—Rochester Hills 
Kerry & Mary Anne Sarver—Harrison Township 
Scott & Rhonda Sundermeier—Westland 
Pete & Faith Terenzi—Utica 
 
 
 
Thanks to the Team: 
Fr. Al Gietzen—Gaylorg 
Mike & Kim Potter 
Glenn & Michelle Nowak 
Peter & Gigette Bejin 
Dan & Joyce Hurley—Post Encounter 
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Detroit Area  
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Our calendar year ended with a nice holiday get-

together at Fran & Jerry’s home where we exchanged 
Christmas ornaments and shared in the question, “What 
are some of our traditions? (not necessarily Christmas 
traditions) HDIFAT?   

It was interesting to hear the seven couples talk 
about traditions passed down through the years and imple-
ment new ones within their families.  We especially liked 
Fran and Jerry’s family tradition.  Ask them about it 
sometime.  

The Happy Huggers are off to a great start this 
year as LeeAnn and Derek Adolf hosted the January meet-
ing.  There were three first-time couples in attendance.  
Welcome!! 

Affirmations for our area coordinators will take 

place in early March.  We want to thank Joe and Pauline 
for their willingness and dedication to the group.  Pauline 
has a contagious smile and laugh and Joe gives great hugs. 
They are a great influence and example to us. 

The Happy Huggers meet the first and third Sun-
day of the month in the early evening.  If you would like 
to become part of this fun and growing give us a call at 
248-553-4374.  Hope to see you soon! 

Love  Gerald & Cheryl Wernette 
 
  

Ecclesial Team:   

David & Jane Dewald  

313-274-7162 

Janedave2me@peoplepc.com 
 

 

 

Post Encounter : 

Rick & Miriam Mikulak 

313-563-4079 

mikulak@sbcglobal.net  

Finance Couple: 

Rick & Cindy LaFond   

734-421-8690 

rclafond@wwnet.net 

Inviting Coordinators: 

Oakland Zone:   

Chris & Renee Pall 

248-374-0760 

retreat@thepalls.com  

 
Macomb:  
Larry & Jean Larson  
586-323-9054  
jmlklarson@yahoo.com 
 

Wayne/Monroe Zone:   OPEN 

Other  Faiths or   Other  Areas:  

1-800-795-LOVE 
Weekend Pr iests: 
 
 

Fr. Edmond DesForges, OFM Conv 
313-278-5129 x21 
edmondofmc@aol.com 
 

Fr. Chuck Kosanke 
248-683-0311  
ckosanke@SSCMS.EDU 
 

Reservations: 

Bill & Carol Higgins  248-528-2512 

1843 North Lake, Troy  48083 

birdhaus@wideopenwest.com 
 

Dan & Debbie Waring  586-286-5524 

17830 Keucken, Clinton Twp  48038 

wufl@flc.org 

Websites: 

www.rc.net/detroit/wwme 

www.wwme.org 

www.ematrimony.org 

http://erl.wwme.org  

jBlast/Bulletin/Webmasters 

Rich & Jan Schnur  586-775-1205 

richardschnur55@hotmail.com 

Prayer  Requests 

Scott & Mary Larsen                     
ismelarsen@comcast.net 

M.E. Gifts &  Supplies: 

East:  Walt & Joyce Gomulinski  

586-772-8075 

wnjgomulinski@wowway.com 

South:  Steve & Roberta Troher   

734-421-2687 

no email address 

Facility Couple 

Skip & Fran Ryder   

734-420-0024 
skipryder@comcast.net 
 

Zone Coordinators: 

See next page 

Prayer  Couple Coordinators:  

Oakland— 

Rick & Diane Kelley—248-863-7709   

Wayne/Monroe— 

Rick & Cindy LaFond   

734-421-8690  clafond@wwnet.net 

Macomb— 

Larry &  JoAnn Brinser 

248-650-8890  lvbjcb@msn.com 
 

St. John’s Youth and Family Center  
44011 Five M ile Rd. 
Plymouth  M i  48170-2555 
734-414-1111 
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We welcome and encourage 
submissions from our readers!! We 
accept articles that support the values 
of the Marriage Encounter Weekend.  
Articles should fall into one of the fol-
lowing categories: 

1. An incident or a period of your life 
that was strongly affected by living 
the Weekend values. 

2. Teaching articles that provide sup-
port by citing personal experience, 
to couples, priests and religious 

attempting to live the Weekend 
values. 

3. Articles about upcoming Marriage 
Encounter events or reports about 
community and sharing group 
events that have already taken 
place. 

4. Poems or prayers or stories that 
relate to marriage and family life. 

Please note: articles from 
other sources including the Internet 
must have permission to reprint in-

cluded.   

Articles for submission to Our 
Love Connection should be submitted 
no later than the 15th of the month to 
be included in the next month’s edition.   

Send all submissions to: 

Mike & Kim Potter 

59100 Topping Ct.  

New Hudson  MI  48165 

byrdshot@ameritech.net 

Newsletter Editor ial Policy 

Oakland Zone: 

Char lie &  Dairdre McGlothlin 
248-535-2231  
dairdremc@comcast.net  
 

Rochester (Hearts of the Hills): 

Charlie & Dairdre McGlothlin  
248-535-2231  
dairdremc@comcast.net  
 
Southwest (Happy Huggers): 
Joe & Pauline Rzepecki     248-589-8067 
joerzepecki@wowway.com 
 

Northcentral (Lakes Area Lovers):  

Jeff & Sue Bruck 248-682-3855 
sbruck@ameritech.net 
 

Oakland West (West Side Lovers): 

Paul & Amy Scheidler 248-669-5698 
amybscheidler@comcast.net 

 

 

Macomb Zone: 
Ron &  Pat Anderson 
248-601-3919 
thecityhouse@comcast.net 
 

Southern Macomb(Dream Keepers): 
Walt & Joyce Gomulinski  
586-772-8075 
wnjgomulinski@wowway.com 
 

Warren/Sterling Hts  

(Passionate Partners): 

John & Sandy Palazzolo 586-826-9599  

jrpal 456@yahoo.com 
 
Warren/Centerline (Loyal Lovers):  

Jerry & Dolores Papak   

586-573-0369 

no email address 
 

Utica/Shelby/Washington  

(Northern Lights):  

Pat & Cathy Clinton  
586-752-2609 
Campground6565@hotmail.com 
 

Warren/Madison Hts  

(Laughing Lovers): 

Mike & Donna Jankowski  
248-399-1817  
dmjoyfull@aol.com  

and  
Gary & Margie Graham  586-415-9373  
gandmgraham@comcast.net  

Wayne/Monroe Zone: 

Rick &  Mir iam Mikulak 

313-563-4079 

mikulak@sbcglobal.net  
 

Monroe (inactive):  none 

Downriver(Love Birds): 

Eloy and Martha Vazquez 
734-692-2405 
vazquez@dwsd.org   
 
Livonia/Westland  

(The Honeymooners):  

Dave & Chris Costyk 

734-464-9587 

Davidcos@sbcglobal.net 

Dearborn/Garden City/Inkster/Wayne 
(Soulmates):   

Jim and Sharon Kavanaugh  

248-476-5261  

Jkavanaugh@srob.com  

Plymouth/Canton/Belleville  

(Canton Kissers):  

Tom & Laura Baptist  

734-453-1533 

tbaptist@yahoo.com 

Redford/Detroit (Forever Lovers):  

Dave & Debbie Murray 

313-937-1711 

We Encourage Dialogue Suppor t Page 
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59100 Topping Ct.  

New Hudson  MI  48165 

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter—Detroit Area 

Mission:  Wor ldwide Marr iage Encounter ’s  
mission of renewal in the church and change in 
the wor ld is to assist couples and pr iests to live 
fully intimate and responsible relationships by 
providing them with a Catholic exper ience and 
ongoing community suppor t for such a lifestyle.  

Vision:  “ Love one another as I  have loved you.”  
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MARK YOUR  CALENDARS: 
 

Sat, Mar  24—Share the Dream 
   Rally 

 

Sun, Mar  25—Macomb Zone
   Affirmations 

 

 
 
 


